Thank you for purchasing

PLA's 2021 Early Literacy
Activities Calendar

Each month print out these bright and colorful activity-packed calendars
and share them with your library's families. Based on the Every Child
Ready to Read® practices of reading, writing, singing, talking, playing
(and now counting), each download contains twelve months of learning
activities, book lists, nursery rhymes, and more. On one side is a
calendar with a fun skills-building activity for each day and the other
contains supplementary content like nursery rhymes, early literacy tips,
song lyrics, or suggested reading material. Due to COVID-19 and
related issues, this calendar year (2021) you may share the calendar
electronically with your patrons.

Use the space on the upper right of the calendar page to customize with
your library's logo and contact information.
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JANUARY 2021
Daily literacy-bvuilding
activities to share with your child.
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You have been your child’s teacher from the day
he or she was born.

You know more about your child than anyone else, and you are in the best position
to help your child get ready to read. Whether your child is four days old or four years
old, it is not too early or too late to help him or her develop pre-reading skills. You
can help your child learn language and other early literacy skills with simple and fun
activities like those in this calendar.

THE RHYMING WORD SONG

Do you know two rhyming words, rhyming words, rhyming words?
Do you know two rhyming words? They sound a lot alike.

Cat and bat are rhyming words, rhyming words, rhyming words
Cat and bat are rhyming words. They sound a lot alike.

CHANGE UP THE RHYMING WORDS TO CREATE NEW VERSES. FOR EXAMPLE:

Play and day are rhyming words, rhyming words, rhyming words . ..

HEY DIDDLE DIDDLE FIVE LITTLE SNOWMEN
Hey Diddle Diddle Five little snowmen standing in a row,

The Cat and the Fiddle (Hold up fve fingers)

Each had a hat and a big red bow.
The Cow Jumped Over the Moon (Put hands on head and then neck)

The Little Dog Laughed Out came the sun and stayed all day,

To See Such Sport (Circle arms overhead)
And the Dish Ran Away with the Spoon

And one little snowman melted away.
(Slump down)

REPEAT WITH 4, 3, 2,1, UNTIL NO SNOWMEN ARE LEFT.

L
PAS

Books to Read
this Month

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Besos for Baby

by Jen Arena
(Text is in English and Spanish)

“More, More, More,” Said the Baby
by Vera B. Williams

FOR READERS
AGES 3+

Arctic Animals
by Jill McDonald

A Big Bed for

Little Snow
by Grace Lin
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How we read to children is as important as how
often we read to them.

No matter what your child’s age, reading together with your child—or shared
reading—is the single most important activity that you can do to help your child get
ready to read. Engage your child in back and forth conversation about the books
you read. Children learn more words when they have the opportunity to respond to
questions. If English is not your first language, speak to your child in the language
you know best. This allows you to explain things to your child more fluently.

TWINKLE, TWINKLE,
LITTLE STAR

Twinkle, twinkle, little star
How | wonder what you are
Up above the world so high
Like a diamond in the sky
Twinkle, twinkle little star
How | wonder what you are

THE ITSY BITSY SPIDER
The itsy bitsy spider went up the
water spout.

(Move fingers up toward sky)

Down came the rain and washed the
spider out.

(Bring fingers down and back)

Out came the sun and dried up all
the rain

(Move arms up over head)

And the itsy bitsy spider climbed up
the spout again.

(Move fingers up toward sky)

REPEAT WITH "GREAT BIG SPIDER” USING A
GRUFF, DEEP VOICE.

THE MORE WE GET TOGETHER

The more we get together
Together, together

The more we get together

The happier we'll be

‘Cause your friends are my friends
And my friends are your friends
The more we get together

The happier we'll be

ONE, TWO, BUCKLE MY SHOE

One, two; buckle my shoe.
Three, four; shut the door.
Five, six; pick up sticks.

Seven, eight; don't be late
Nine, ten; do it over again!

Books to Read
this Month

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Whose Toes Are Those?
by Jabari Asim

Moo Ba La LaLa
by Sandra Boynton

FOR
READERS
AGES 3+

Mixed—A Colorful

Story
by Arree Chung

Pinky Got Out!

By Michael Portis
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Playing to learn new words.

Play is one of the best ways for children to learn language and literacy skills. Play
helps children feel a sense of accomplishment and self-confidence. This motivates
them to try new experiences and not to give up when something seems difficult.

Also, it's fun!

FIVE LITTLE FROGGIES

Five little froggies sat on a shore.
(Crouch like a frog)

One went for a swim, then there were four.
(Pretend to leap and swim off)

Four little froggies
(Crouch like a frog)

Looked out to sea.
(Put your hand at brow and look out to sea)

One went swimming, and then there were three.
(Pretend to leap and swim off)

Three little froggies said, “What can we do?”

One jumped in the water, then there were two.
(Pretend to leap and swim off)

Two little froggies sat in the sun.
(Crouch like a frog)

One swam off, and then there was one.
(Pretend to leap and swim off)

One little froggie said “This is no fun!”
He dived in the water, and then there were none!

!
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OLD MACDONALD HAD A FARM

0ld MacDonald had a farm
E-I-E-I-0

And on that farm he had a [animal name]
E-I-E-1-0

With a [animal noise twice] here and a
[animal noise twice] there

Here a [animal noise], there a [animal noise],
everywhere a [animal noise twice]

0ld MacDonald had a farm
E-I-E-I-0

THE HOKEY POKEY
You put your right foot in

You take your right foot out.
You put your right foot in

And you shake it all about.
You do the hokey pokey

And you turn yourself around.
That's what it's all about.

REPEAT WITH “LEFT FOOT,” "RIGHT HAND,” “LEFT HAND,"
AND “WHOLE SELF"!

Books to Read
this Month

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Higher, Higher
by Leslie Patricelli

Making Faces—A First Book of Emotions
by Abrams Appleseed

FOR READERS AGES 3+

Mae Among the Stars
by Roda Ahmed

Hooray for Birds
by Lucy Cousins
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Talking is one of the best ways for children to
learn new words.

Speak to your child often during the day and try to use many different words to

express your ideas. Children love to imitate, and they will try to imitate your speech.

Chances to chat include while you are getting dressed in the morning, eating
breakfast, riding in the car, walking from the car to a store, playing together, doing
chores, taking a bath, going to bed, and while saying goodnight. Ask lots of open-
ended questions, those that require more than a yes or no answer.

RAIN, RAIN, GO AWAY
Rain, Rain,

Go away;

Come again,

Another day;

Little [child's name] wants to play

Sing to the tune “Frére Jacques”

| hear thunder, | hear thunder. . n

(Pound hands gently on floor or lap)

Listen, don't you? Listen, don't you?
(Cup hand to ear) \
[ ]
Pitter, patter raindrops; pitter, patter raindrops; ’

(Wiggle fingers in falling motion in front of face) ’

| HEAR THUNDER J= ﬁ

I'm wet through,
(Shake body)

So are you!
(Tickle your child)

Books to Read
this Month

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Weather
by Jill McDonald

Dream Big, Little One
by Vashti Harrison

FOR
READERS
AGES 3+

Cat & Mouse
by Britta Teckentrup

Bear Came Along
by Richard T. Morris
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Good readers have 3 large vocabulary.

Knowing lots of words helps children better understand what they
read. You can help your children learn lots of words by: v

« Having plenty of conversations. Take turns talking. It is important
for you to ask questions and listen to what your children say in

response.

= Read together! A lot!

= Make connections. Connect what you are reading in books to their
lives. “Yes, Grandma has a black cat, too.”

= Repetition. Children often love to read the same book over and over. o
This is a good thing as repeated readings help build vocabulary.

ANTS GO MARCHING

The ants go marching one by one, hurrah, hurrah.
The ants go marching one by one, hurrah, hurrah.

The ants go marching one by one,
The little one stops to eat a plum.
And they all go marching down,

To the ground, to get out, of the rain.
BOOM BOOM BOOM

Two by two. Tie its shoe.
Three by three. Climb a tree.
Four by four. Shut the door.
Five by five. Take a dive.

Six by six. Pick up sticks.
Seven by seven. Tie a ribbon.
Eight by Eight. Close the gate.
Nine by Nine. Check the time.
Ten by Ten. Say THE END.

\

THE FARMER PLANTS THE SEEDS
Sing to the tune “The Farmer in the Dell”

The Farmer plants the seeds,

The Farmer plants the seeds, (Pretend to plant seeds)

Hi, ho, the dairy-o,

The farmer plants the seeds.

The sun comes out to shine... (Make farge circle with arms)

The rain begins to fall...
(Hands flutter up and down)

The seeds begin to grow... (Stand up tall)
The farmer picks the crops... (Pretend to pick crops)

We all sit down to eat...
(Pretend to eat)

» &

Books to Read
this Month

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

We Sang You Home
by Richard Van Camp

Oh No, George!
by Chris Haughton

FOR READERS AGES 3+

Birdsong
by Julie Flett

The Book Hog
by Greg Pizzoli
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One way children learn vocabulary is from
listening to stories.

Books to Read

They listen to understand what is being said, which helps them learn new words.
Stories aren't just found in books. You can tell stories about your day, your memories
from growing up, or something about your child’s life. You can also use wordless
picture books and make up a story together. With wordless books, you can develop
imagination along with language and vocabulary skills. Make it fun! Having fun with
words helps your child become more aware of words and eager to learn more.

LITTLE MISS MUFFET
Little Miss Muffet

Sat on a tuffet,

Eating her curds and whey

Along came a spider

And sat down beside her

And frightened Miss Muffet away

ROW YOUR BOAT
Row, Row, Row, Your Boat
Gently Down the Stream
Merrily, Merrily, Merrily, Merrily

Life is But a Dream

DIDDLE DIDDLE DUMPLING
Diddle, diddle, dumpling, my son John,
Went to bed with his trousers on;

One shoe off, and one shoe on,

Diddle, diddle, dumpling my son John.

RED LIGHT GREEN LIGHT

One person is the traffic light. When they say
green light everyone can move toward the
finish line. When they say red light everyone
must immediately stop. Continues until
everyone reaches the finish line.

this Month

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Brown Bear, Brown Bear,

What Do You See?
By Bill Martin Jr. and Eric Carle

Te Amo, Bebé / Love You Baby

by Stephan Lomp
(Text is in English and Spanish)

FOR
READERS
AGES 3+

Round Is a

Mooncake
by Roseanne Thong

Hello Lighthouse
by Sophie Blacktail
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You are your child’s first teacher, and your home B k t R d
is where your child begins to learn. oo s o ea
Make your home a great place to learn. It doesn't take money to create special t h - M n t h
places where you and your child can talk, sing, read, write, play, and count. Here are ls o

a few ideas.

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

PLACES TO READ

Create a special space for your children to look at books. Have a comfortable chair or
pillows and a small shelf or basket for favorite books. Make sure there’s room for you and
your child to sit together and that your child can reach books without needing help.

PLACES TO WRITE
Make it easy for your child to write throughout the day. Set up a space where your child

can go on his or her own and use writing materials. Provide pencils, crayons, or markers of Fo R READ E RS AG ES o _3

different sizes so your child can write with what is most comfortable. Use unlined paper.

Peekaboo Morning
by Rachel Isadora

PLACES TO PLAY

Play requires a little space, simple props, and some imagination and encouragement. You
don't need special toys or expensive electro.nlcs. Provide props like large boxes, old clothes Little Chickies / Los Pollitos
or costumes for dress up, empty food containers, and empty paper towel rolls. Play comes
naturally to young children and is one of the primary ways they learn. Provide plenty of
opportunities for your child to play.

by Susie Jaramillo
(Text is in English and Spanish)

B-1-N-G-0 MARY HAD A LITTLE LAME FOR READERS AGES 3+
There was a farmer who had a dog Mary had a little lamb, .

. ) . Waiting
and Bingo was his name-oh. Its fleece was white as snow,

There was a farmer who had a dog It made the children laugh and play

and Bingo was his name-oh. J= ﬁ To'sgaa lamb in schiogl
(clap)-I-N-G-0, o ﬂ

(clap)-I-N-G-0 A «

(clap)-1-N-G-0 . )

and Bingo was his name-oh. %

B-I-N-G-0, And everywhere that Mary went by Kevin Henkes "
B-I-N-G-0 The lamb was sure to go; They All Saw a Cat
B-I-N-.G-O . Itfqllowed hert.o school one by Brendan Wenzel
and Bingo was his name-oh. Which was against the rule,
E

CONTINUE UNTIL ALL THE LETTERS IN
BINGO'S NAME ARE REPLACED WITH CLAPS.
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activities to share with your child.
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Children’s reading success in kindergarten and
beyond begins with positive language and Boo ks to Read

literacy experiences from the time they are °
infants. th lS MOﬂ th

» Young children have shorter attention spans. You can do activities for short bits of
time throughout the day or whenever you have the chance.

« You can help your children learn in ways and at times that are best for them.

) ) ) o Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
« Parents are tremendous role models—if your children see that you think reading is ask the librarian for a recommendation.

important and enjoy it, they will follow your lead.

« Children learn best by doing—and they love doing things with YOU!

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Black Bird Yellow Sun
WHEELS ON THE BUS IF | WERE A BIRD by Steve Light
The wheels on the bus go round and round, If I were a bird, I'd sing a song A Parade of Elephants
Round and round, round and round. And fly about the whole day long. by Kevin Henkes
The wheels on the bus go round and round, And when the night comes, go to rest,
All around the town. Up in my cozy little nest. FOR
The wipers on the bus go swish, swish, swish... READERS
The driver on the bus says “move on back” ... AGES 3+

The people on the bus go up and down...

iVamos! Let's Go
to the Market

The babies on the bus go “wah, wah, wah"...

The parents on the bus go “shh, shh, shh”... by Raul Gonzalez

aka Raul the Third

ADAPTATION: THE HORSE ON THE FARM . . X
(Text is in English and Spanish)

GOES "NEIGH, NEIGH, NEIGH"; COW, LAMB, PIG, ETC.

Good Rosie!
by Kate DiCamillo
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Playing to Learn New Words

Play and have fun with words:

» Read a book with lots of made-up words like “How Do You Wokka-Wokka?"
by Elizabeth Bluemle. Many books by Dr. Suess also are excellent for this
purpose. Try making up more words to go with the story.

« Silly poems are fun and can teach new
vocabulary.

« Kids love riddles and jokes, which often use
a “play on words.” Laugh along as you talk
about the answer to the riddle or joke.

« Having fun with words helps your child

become more conscious of words and happy

to keep learning.

HUMPTY DUMPTY

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall.

Humpty Dumpty had a great fall.

All the king's horses and all the King's men
Could not put Humpty together again.

HICKORY DICKORY DOCK
Hickory Dickory Dock,

The mouse ran up the clock.

The clock struck one

And down he run.

Hickory Dickory Dock

Tick Tock!

SCARECROW, SCARECROW
Sing to the tune of “Twinkle, Twinkle,
Little Star”

Scarecrow, scarecrow, turn around,
Scarecrow, scarecrow, touch the ground.
Stand up tall and blink your eyes.

Raise your hands up to the sky.
Scarecrow, scarecrow, touch your toes.
Scarecrow, scarecrow, tap your nose.
Swing your arms so very slow,

Now real fast to scare the crows.

Raise your head, jump up and down.

Now sit down without a sound.

Books to Read
this Month

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Lola at the Library
by Anna McQuinn

The Little Red Cat Who Ran Away and

Learned his ABCs the Hard Way
by Patrick McDonnell

FOR
READERS
AGES 3+

Now
by Antoinette Portis

Let's Scare Bear
by Yuko Katakawa
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Parents are tremendous role models.

If your children see that you think reading is important and enjoy it, they will follow
your lead. When you go to the library, check-out books for you and your children.
Put your books somewhere at home where your child can see them. Let your
children see you reading. Talk about what you've read, even if it is just to say, “That

was a good book. | liked reading it.”

FIVE LITTLE
SPECKLED FROGS

Five Little speckled frogs

Sat on a speckled log

Eating the most delicious bugs
YUM!

One jumped into the pool

Where it was nice and cool

Then there were four speckled frogs.

Then there were three speckled frogs.

Then there were two speckled frogs.
Then there was one speckled frog.

Then there were no speckled frogs.

IF YOU’RE HAPPY
AND YOU KNOW IT

If you're happy and you know it clap your hands
(clap, clap)
If you're happy and you know it clap your hands
(clap, clap)

If you're happy and you know and you really
want to show it

If you're happy and you know it clap your hands
(clap, clap)

REPEAT USING:

If you're happy and you know it stomp your feet!
If you're happy and you know it shout Hooray!
If you're happy and you know it do all three.

Books to Read
this Month

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

Ten Tiny Babies
by Karen Katz

Kindness Makes Us Strong
by Sophie Beer

FOR READERS AGES 3+

Baby Monkey,

Private Eye

by Brian Selznick and
David Serlin

Jabari Jumps
by Gaia Cornwell
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Daily literacy-bvuilding
activities to share with your child.

SUNDAY

MONDAY

WRITING

TUESDAY

PLAYING

WEDNESDAY

Bl tawkinG

THURSDAY

B sinGING

“
PR

FRIDAY

B counTInG

APglblicLiblzahcy

SATURDAY

K reaDING

H rLAvYING

B TawkinG

K sinGinG

COUNTING

El rReaDING

WRITING

PLAYING

EE TawKING

SINGING

COUNTING

K rReaDING

WRITING

PLAYING

Bl TaLKING

E] sinGING

COUNTING

EJ sinGING

COUNTING

E] reaDING

B ReADING

WRITING

PLAYING

TALKING




Listening to nursery rhymes and songs is an
early literacy experience that helps children
understand how language and stories work.

Recite rhymes and sing songs with children from the time they are infants. This
helps them become aware of and then play with the sounds in the words. Many
rhymes tell a story with a beginning, middle, and end. This shows children how
stories work and that events happen in a sequence. Good readers understand that
stories and books have a beginning, middle, and end. After reciting a rhyme or
singing a song ask your child about the song. What happened at the beginning?

What happened at the end?

RUB ADUB DUB

Rub a Dub Dub

Three Men in a Tub

And Who Do You Think They Be?

The Butcher, The Baker, The Candlestick
Maker

And All of the them Out to Sea

MAKE A STORY BOX

1. Use a small box and decorate it together.
Label it Story Box.

2. Find random pictures with no words to
add to the story box.

3. At story time each person takes a picture
(without peeking) and tells a short story
about the picture. Use family snapshots,
advertisements from magazines, and
other pictures.

TWINKLE, TWINKLE,
LITTLE STAR

Twinkle, twinkle, little star
How | wonder what you are
Up above the world so high
Like a diamond in the sky
Twinkle, twinkle little star

How | wonder what you are

STAR LIGHT, STAR BRIGHT
Star light, star bright,

The first star | see tonight;

[ wish I may, | wish | might,

Have the wish | wish tonight.

J:

Jd
c e

Books to Read
this Month

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,
ask the librarian for a recommendation.

FOR READERS AGES 0-3

The Going to Bed Book
by Sandra Boynton

All the World

by Liz Garton Scanlon

FOR READERS AGES 3+

Stop Bot!
By James Yang

The Day the

Crayons Quit
by Drew Daywalt and
Oliver Jeffers
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Daily literacy-bvuilding
activities to share with your child.

SUNDAY

B counTINnG

MONDAY

Kl reaDING

TUESDAY

WRITING

WEDNESDAY

WRITING

THURSDAY

PLAYING

FRIDAY

B tawkinG

APglblicLiblzahcy

SATURDAY

B sInGING

H rLAvING

B TALKING

K sinGinG

Bl counTINnG

K rReaDING

WRITING

PLAYING

K TawKING

K siNnGING

.
p |

COUNTING

K rReaDING

PLAYING

Bl TaLKING

E] siNnGING

COUNTING

B ReEADING

TALKING

SINGING

COUNTING

EJ] rReaDING

WRITING

WRITING




Your library helps children get ready to read.

« The library has many materials and ideas you can use to talk, sing, read, write, play,
and count with your child. It doesn't matter if your child is four days old or four
years old, we have books, music, programs, and services to help your child develop

language and prereading skills.

« We have books to read together, music to borrow, places where you can write,
places to play and learn, and programs for all ages.

THE THREE LITTLE
KITTENS

The three little kittens, they lost
their mittens,

And they began to cry,

"0h, mother dear, we sadly fear,
That we have lost our mittens."
“You lost your mittens?

Your poor little kittens.

Well, let us have some pie.
Meow, Meow, Meow

Let us have some pie."

THE FROST SONG
Sing to the tune of

“The Farmer in the Dell”
The frost is in the air.

The frost is in the air.

[t's wintertime, it's wintertime,
The frost is in the air.

The frost tells me it's cold.
The frost tells me it's cold.

[t's wintertime, it's wintertime,
The frost tells me it's cold.
SING OTHER VERSES IN WHICH THE

FROST IS “ON THE ROOF,” “ON THE
WINDOWS,” AND “ON THE GROUND"

COLD AND SNOWY MORNING
Sing to the tune of “Here We Go Round the Mulberry Bush”

This is the way we put on our
mittens

Put on our mittens

Put on our mittens

This is the way we put on our
mittens

On a cold and snowy morning

This the way we put on our
coats

Put on our coats

Put on our coats

This is the way we put on our
coats

On a cold and snowy morning

This is way we put on our hats

Put on our hats

Put on our hats

This is the way we put on our
hats

On a cold and snowy morning

This is the way we shovel the
snow

Shovel the snow

Shovel the snow

This the way we shovel the
snow

0On a cold and snowy morning

This is the way we build a
snowman

Build a snowman

Build a snowman

This is the way we build a
snowman

On a cold and snowy morning.

Books to Read
this Month

LSS S

Check out these books at the library. If they are not available,

ask the librarian for a recommendation,

FOR READERS AGES 0-3
Who? A Celebration of Babies

by Robie Harris

Baby Beluga board book

by Raffi

FOR READERS AGES 3+

Stars
by Mary Lyn Ray

This is Not My Hat

by Jon Klassen
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